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Editorial

Welcome to thell5" edition o f t he i
Pattero

As | read through the articles for this edition of t
Patter and likewisereflect on the recent tour

undertook to carry out Installations, Consecratic
and Rededications around the world, | am gre:
heartened by all that is happening in our Lodc
Provinces,and Districts While we are all still
mindful that Covid is stillvith us, it is so good to se
Lodges welcoming new candidates and returning
something resembling normality. During the e
week in April, | atten
in Bonnyrigg where 130 Brethren were present;

following day in Dysart, 20 Brethren attended th
150" Anniversary of Lodge St Clawf Dysart It is

good to see the Brethren respond to those impol
meetings. That said, | am fully aware that so
Lodges, post Covid, are struggling. At the rect
meeting of ProvinciaMastes &t was encouraging
to hear that there is much being done in m
Provinces to assist and encourage the strugc
Lodges. Now is a good time to consider a Loc
visitation to some of the struggling Lodges to worl
Degree for thenor to invite them tavork a Degree
for you. In the Rededication Ceremony we ¢
prompted to remember that the jewels of Office |
eachone of us to help and assist each other, in
own way, to upbuild those moral values upon wh
Freemasonry is built during times that are proving
difficult for some, let us all remember that valuak
lesson.

Ramsay McGhee , Editor

Grand Lodge of Scotland

n

Only a month to go until we discuss what
probably the biggest issue in Grand Lodge ir
long time. The motion teffectively change the
Governance of Grand Lodge is vitally importa
to the future of Scottish Freemasoriryit is
crucial that the motion succeeds in June. Simj
the Grand Committee will no longer exiisit will
be replaced by a strategic committeeickhwill
be much smaller and will include the Chairm
of the Standing Committees. The Standi
Committees will be open to all Brethren at hor
and Overseas who have the proper skill bg
experience and knowledge This is a massive
change from the presesystem whereby you ca
only get on to a standing committee if you g
fortunate to be electeid Grand Committee. The
Strategy Committee will prepare and submit
Grand Lodge, their proposals for the strate
approach to where we need to be headingel
with the objectives that will flow from the
strategy. Grand Lodge will decidehetherthe
strategy is acceptable thereby retaining
democratic approach that we are so proud of. ]
big difference will be that when the strateg
which will be a rollirg strategy, is agreed, th
objectives will be converted into remits whig
will be given to the appropriate Standir
Committee along with a timeline and budget a
told to get the job done. This will do away wit
the timeconsuming practice we currently lea
and ensure that results are achieved m
efficiently and quickly.
The Strategy Committee will also be charged
produce an annual report to Grand Lodge
ensure transparency and antoglate report on
how all matters are progressing.

Ed
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Provincial Grand Lodge:

The past three months have been busy with the Provincial Grand Lodge Annual Visitations
Lodges in the Province, with onlyodge Fortrose N&@08 and Lodge Allan Witsn No851 remaining
to visit to complete the round.

It has been pleasing to see that most of the Lodges are now withessing attendances which a
back to precovid levels. It is more encouraging to note that most lodges are initiating new me
with several lodges initiating four to five candidates in the past year. It must also be noted t
standard of the degree work witnessed during the visits was of a high standard, and the im
manner that many of the candidates presented tiessduring the Test Questions was Ve
heartening for the future standard of Freemasonry in our area.

It has been encouraging to note, that during the PGL inspections, it was highlighted in the Pr
Grand Secretaryo6s r epactivelyssuppontingtlocat charities dna cdupes
is always good for the benefit of Freemasonry that the local lodges are seen to be assisti
organisations and good causes in their communities.

In the remaining visits by the PGL, it shouldr@ed that on the trip to Stornoway on Friday 1
May, the Brethren of Lodge Fortrose No. 108 shall also be celebrating thee@0@nniversary o
occupying the lodge building at Kenneth Street, Stornoway. The Grand Master Mason, Bro. F
McGhee, andg Deputation from the Grand Lodge of Scotland are planning to visit and carry
rededication ceremony to mark the 2@ar occupation of the building.

Due to holiday commitments, the PGL visit to Lodge Allan Wilson No. 851 has been reschedu
theregular meeting on Tuesday 8th August 2023.

The dates for the remaining lodges to be visited are,

Friday 19th May 2023 Lodge Fortrose No. 108
Tuesday 8th August 202Bodge Allan Wilson No. 851

CycloneFreddy /
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Cyclone Freddy

In mid-March it was extremely alarming to_
hear of the impact that Cyclone Freddy hdg
on the Southern part of Malawi, and arou
the Blantyre area, which is also whe
Mountain View School is located. Cyclong
Freddy turned out to be one of the longe
lasting tropical cyclor® on record,
dumping some 400 500 mm on rain
around the Blantyre area, which causé
severe flooding resulting in a lot of damag
to the infrastruture in the area, including
damage to roads, housingnd the power
supplies.

From reports from Bro Peter Curtis, th
Grand Superintendent in Malawi, many d
the Brethren from the local lodges had

helpedinitially by supplying meals, some 400 meals ay do some of the displacqeersons and
providing meals for Doctors and Staff at the Que
The Grand Lodge of Scotland Benevolence and Care Committee has approved £15,000 of relief funding

to be used in the area affected, which is being adteiid by Bro Peter and his team. Some of the

monies have been used to support additional food supplies at Mountain View School, as the school has
been used to house several families that were displaced during the flooding.

Bro Peter and his team have beasiting Mwanga Primary School in Chiradzulu, which has been

housing 312, mostly women and children displaced by flooding, and the Providence Industrial Mission
Church, also in Chiradzulu, which has been housing some 87 people whose homes were aled,destro

to make an assessment of requirements, and liaising with the elders to ensure that the aid reaches the
beneficiaries without being syphoned off by officials.

Bro Peter and his teamustbethanked, and admired, for their quick response and tireleds that

they carried out in extremely trying and difficult conditions.

Bro. David Collings, Provincial Grand Master, Province of Sutherland

It was with deep sadness that, on i@ ° February 2023, Bro Andrew Maclvor, PG Director of
Ceremonies, anghetravelled North to Golspie to attend the Lodge of Sorrow and Funeral Service for
Bro David John Collings, the Provincial Grand Master for the Province of Sutherland.

After Bro David retired from the aircraft manufacturing industry in the Midlandsydweed North and
settled in Golspie with his family and got heavily involved in Freemasonry in Sutherland, eventually
taking up the role of Provincial Grand Master of the Province of Sutherland in 2021.

The Lodge of Sorrow was held in St Andrews Lodge Rb8l followed by Funeral Service in the

Fountain Road Community Hall, and from the large attendamtbsth occasions it was evident that
Bro David was a highly respected and welled friend who will be sadly missed.
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North Coast 500 Sponsored Cycle fdPoppyscotland

The four Highland Provinces of Caithness,
Sutherland, Ross & Cromarty, and
Invernessshire are collaborating to cycle
the North Coast 500 route to raise funds for
the Poppyscotland appeal. Commencing on
the 5th May and durinthe followingthree
weeks, thecyclists will work in relay to
cycle the sections of the challenging course
that passes through their respective
Provinces.

Any cyclists wishing to join in along the
way will be most welcome, and more
importantly if you wish to donate to this
worthy caus, you can use the Just Giving

Page by using the
link WwWWw.justgiving.com/page/james
moodiel673897726233

or by scanning the QR Code

SCAN ME!!

The first cyclists will be waved off from the Inverness Masonic Temple by the Grand Master Mason on
Friday 6th May at 10:00am.

PGMs Meeting Update

On Saturday 15th April, | attended an interesting meeting of the Provincial Grand Masters in Perth,
hosted by the Grand Master Mason, Bro. Ramsay McGhee.

A full agenda included an update on progress orptbposed Grand Lodge Governance Structure,
which will be voted on in Grand Lodge in June, was discussed.
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An interesting new initiative to be rolled out over the next few months is to have a Prostate Ambassador
/ Champion in each Province in Scotland. A suitable volunteer from each Province shall be given
trainingin the role by Prostate Scotland. It is expddhat the Champion shall be a confidential point

of contact for those seeking more information on prostate isaigisg those with prostate issues
requiring any support, and be a proactive promotor of prostate education, and thalpssers that

men will experience with prostate issues as they age, both within our membership and the general
public.

Due to the lack of response and publicity from the media to the Make it a Million Appeal, and the many
millions of pounds donated bgdges all over the world, the Grand Lodge of Scotland are planning to
invite the press and media to Grand Lodge to reinforce to them the amount of financial donations and
other work that the lodges have carried out, to try to get theoblicise some god news, so the public

can appreciate some of the work carried out by Scottish Freemasons.

The workcontinuesdn the roll out of establishing a Young Masons Group in each Province and District

in the Scottish Constitution. A contact has now been allo¢atedch Province and Information Packs

are being distributed. It is anticipated that all Provinces/Districts will have a group set up for the start
of next season. In Ross & Cromarty, we already have a group up and running, which meets once a
month by Zoomand we look forward to the new initiative to refresh the format of our current set up.

The Grand Lodge Annual Raffle, which was suspended for the last three years due to Covid, is to be
re-introduced this year. It will probably follow a similformat to previous raffles, but with possibly
someinteresting newprizes being introduced to refresh the format.

Raffle for Hospitality at Rangers Football Club

The PGL run raffle for hospitality for two persons at Club 72 and stadium tour at RangévallFo

Club, lbrox Park, Glasgow, was won by Bro. Stewart Bain, PM Lodge Fingal No.318. Bro. Stewart has
indicated that he is going to try to catch a Ross County fixture for his visit.

I would like to thank all those who assisted in selling the tickets,eapecially to those who bought
them, and | am delighted to record that the proceeds from the raffle raised the sum of £1,030 for local
charities.

Dates for Your Diaries

The remaining Provincial Grand Lodge visits to lodges are,
Monday 1st May 2023Lodge Kyle No.1117

Friday 19th May 2023 Lodge Fortrose No. 108

Tuesday 8th August 2023 odgeAllan Wilson No. 851

The next Provincial Grand Lodge Communication, which will be the AGM and Installation of -Office
bearers shall be on Wednesday 31st May3222 odge Fingal, Dingwall at 7:30pm. A good attendance
of Provincial Officebearers and Daughter Lodge Mastensd Wardens will be appreciated. The
meeting is open to all Brethren in good standing.
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The Provincial Grand Lodge of Sorrow shall be ond&ynl1th June 2023 at Lodge Fingal, Dingwall

at 3:00pm, and officiated by Bro. The Rev lain Ramsd@in,BVStJ. This is a very important meeting

to mark those Brethren who have passed to the Grand Lodge above in the past year. Following on from
last yearthe families and friends of those passed will be invited to attend this meeting.

A Provincial Grand Lodge Ladies Night is to be held on Friday 10th November 2023 at the Ben Wyvis
Hotel, Strathpeffer. Details will be sent out to all lodges in the Proghosly.

As most of the lodges are going into recess as the seasisncan | ask that in these difficult and
strange times that we find ourselves in, we remember to keep in touch with each other, and look out for
those who may beinneedaf chat now and then, ités good to

Fraternal Regards

Raymond Mackeddie
Provincial Grand Master

BLAST from the PAST odfrom JdMay 1995

A KEY role at Aultbea

The Provincial Grand Master was in such a hurry to get into the Masonic Hall in
Aultbea on the occasion of the Provincial Visit, that he managed to lock his car ke
the car. However, Past Master Colin Forbes of Lodge Loch Ewe came to the resq
with anifty piece of breaking and entering thereby saving Brother Bisset the need
hitch hike back to Conon Bridge.
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Young Masons Group

The young Masons continues to meet by Zoom on the fourth Wednesday of each month.

New members continue to join outogip as they are initiated into their respective lodges, and
recently we have had new members join us from Lodge Kyle No. 1117, Lodge Ne&33No.
and Lodge St Martin No. 1217.

We still have members joining us from Germany, Glasgow, the Is&yd,andthe Western
Isles, which just would not be possible with normal face to face meetings.

Recent topics have included presentations by Bro Michael Stanley from Boston, Maine, USA,
who gave a talk on the work and history of the Shrireganisation, and Bro Dickon
Sandbach, an affiliate member of Lodge St Columba No. 1295, who gave a talk on the
AWi nding Staircaseo.

Last month the group recorded the milestone of meeting for the fiftieth occasion, which is quite
remarkable for an ideaahwas originally thought would be a stop gap meeting to fill in a few
months of lockdown until our Regular Meetings would restart.

If any recently joined masons, or if you know any recently joined masons, wish to join the
Zoom meeting,and discuss any masic topics with the group, please contact Raymond
MacKeddie ataymond@mackeddie.co.uk

The Grand Lodge of Scotland continues to rq
out its Young and New Masons Initiative, wit
a survey of the Provinces and Districts havif. ¥
been completed, to assess their individual negg?

We now have a point of contact assigned, ci. S Sl § ——
Information Packs hav been distributed tojg AND AEIRIS O SRR

Provincial Grand Masters. ‘. UNG
As the qguidelines are communicated a }

considered, it is anticipated a meeting shall \‘( NEW

arranged, inviting all new and young masons
attend, to establish how we as group wish k
continue and how we wish amlopt the strategy,
guidelines set out by the Grand Lodge worki

party.

G
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This will be a very interesting initiative, which will help our current group to refresh its format,
maintaining its current online activitgnd enabling us to participate in wider scope of
Freemasonry, and enable all young masons to meet in organised events which will help to build
a positive future for our beloved craft.

If any recently joined masons, or if you know any recently joined masons, wish to join the
Zoom meeting,and discuss any masonic topics with the group, please contact Raymond
MacKeddie ataymond@mackeddie.co.uk

Raymond MacKeddie , PGM

BLAST from the PAST odfrom JdMay 1995

The Minutes of Grand Lodge and those of the principal committees were all apptiwelden
the transactions of Grand Committee, embracing certain recommendations was reache
agenda, an unexpected objection was raised by our own PPGM, Brother lain MacLean, \
guestioned the morality and principle of granting a Charter topoped new Lodge in Keith
Lodge Aurora Borealis No 1809vho intend to impose a £600 Initiation Fee. Brother MacL
proposed that the matter should be returned to Grand Committee for further thoug
consideration and was duly seconded by a Brdtloen the floor of Grand Lodge. One of th
Founder Members of the proposed new Lodge, and it is worthy of note that there are 87
Members, responded by explaining that the Lodge was being set up as a Lodge of Rese
as such they did not wantyaCandidates as they had no intention of working degrees. Thei
remit was one of Research and the Lodge would be populated by Affiliate Members. Th
went to a vote as a result of which the Lodge was granted its Charter.
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From the Provincial Almoner

The following have sadly passed away to the Grand Lodge above.

On Wednesday 8th March 2023 Brother Sinclair Maclvor, MM of Robertsons Lodge No. 13
passed away suddenly in Raigmore Hospital, Inverrideswvas the brother of Andrew Maclvor
PM of Robertsons Lodge No. 134.

On Friday 14th March 2023, Brother Donald J Smith (Bodach Dubh) MM of Lodge Fortrose
108, passed away after a long illness.

On Saturday 1st April 2023, Brother Graeme Ross (Rpgssesed away in his home as a resu
of an accident.

On Thursday 6th April, Brother Thomas Kenneth Fraser, MM of Lodge Seaforth No. 854, (¢
Harbro storeman), passed away in Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.

On Sunday 16th April 2023, Brother James (JijivigcKay, MM of Lodge St Duthus No. 82,
passed away in the County Hospital, Invergordon.

| also report on the following:

On Tuesday 21st February 2023, Irene Henderson, sadly passed away. She was the belo
of the late Andrew (Andy) Henderson, PMLafdge Loch Ewe No. 1551, and Lodge Fingal Nc
318.

On Sunday 19th March 2023, Mary (May) Dunlop, beloved wife of the late William (Bill)
Dunlop, PM of Lodge St Duthus No. 82 passed away.

Brother Cyril Halliday MM of St Duthus Lodge No. 82 has been ilgRare recently but is now
recovered and has now managed to attend the recent Lodge meeting.

Carol, wife of Brother George Robinson, is attending Raigmore Hospital for tests.

Brother Duncan Munro, PM of Lodge Averon No. 866 is at home but has not mafiethay
improvement as yet.

Brother Bill Niven PM of Lodge St Kilda, No. 881, is now in Invergordon Hospital and has
recovered to a certain extent and is able to move about under his own steam.

Brother John MacKenzie PM of Lodge St Duthus No. 82 is suffering from the likelihood of
Covid 19.

| will close by asking that, should any Brother require my assistance, please get in touch w
I would also ask Lodge Almoners to please keep me updated on any Brother with health is
Thank you.

Fred T Fraser PM Prov. Grand Almoner fraserft@yahoo.com 01463 870307
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FROM THE LODGES

Lodge St Duthus No 82

Brethren welcome to another Provincial Patter update from Lodge St Duthus No 82.

The month of May sees Lodge St Duthus in recess for the summer break having had our |
meeting on the'8of April. This was a uniqueneeting as it saw a deputation from Lodge Averon
866 led by their Right Worshipful Master Charlie Carrison confer a Fellowcraft degree on hi
son.

This was an excellently worked degree where all the office bearers of Lodge Averon took a pat
presented an excellent execution of the degree. It is not often you get to see a father confer
on his own son and this made the night more memorable. Lodge St Duthus would like to W
newly made fellowcraft Bro Carrison a long and happy tutarfreemasonry.

The month of April also saw another momentous occasion for Lodge St Duthus when it was a
the 8"April to host the Installation Ceremony for the Provincial Grand Superintendent of Rq
CromartyMEC Morris M Downieand his Comnissioned Office Bearers. This ceremony was car
out with the utmost dignity and precision by a deputation from The Supreme Grand Roya
Chapter led byMEC Jogph J MorronCBE, KC, LLD, First Principal of the Supreme Grand Roy
Arch Chaptef Scotland.

| am sure thathe Provincial Grand Superintendent will have given a write up of the ceremony i
editionofthePat t er and | wondt duplicate that he
proud of all the compliments paid to theethren and Companions about the condition and decor
of the building, this is something that we at St Duthus take great pride in and our thanks mu
Bro D Johnstone WJW and $ojourner for all his hard work in maintaining the building in sycbd

condition.

That Brethren is all the news for this month, with Fraternal greetings from Lodge St Duthus N
Yours Faithfully & Fraternally

Bro Dave Macrae PM
Secy.
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Lodge Fortrose No 108
Firsty,] must apol ogise for the briefness of this gt
on holiday and things haven6t gone quite accordi

to make things feel better.
I dondét bel ithewpassing of past masteonJoha Chew) Macdonald to the Grand Lodge
above in the last Patter, we were all shocked and saddened by his sudden death.

John (Mono) Mackenzie and James Macleod were advanced to their mark degree in February, we had
expected Drethnrens o it | ooks I|Ii ke weol |l be having anot he
carried out the duties of Mark Master for the last 25 years and the brethren expressed their appreciation

by presenting him with a bottle of his favourite tipple.

In April Kenny (Pegleg) Murray was raised. At this timee now have no candidates left waiting in
the wings apart from those waiting for their mark.

On Friday %' May we are expecting a large deputation from Lodge Doric Kilwinning No 68
accompanied by other Clyde Lodges, usually with this visitation there can be up to 40 in the group, so
watch this space.

Webre now | ooking forward Mackeddieon 1®May whoavitlbeon by

accompanied by the Grand Master Mason and other members of Grand Lodge who will be rededicating
our Lodge building which is 200 years old this year.

Donnie Macleod
Donald MacleodPM
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Robertsonbds L

Sincere and Fraternal Greetings Brethren,

Lodge Members are pleased to be back holding meetings MabenicTemple in Duke Street
Cromarty, after the trials of the Covid Pandentiowever, we are aware that there are ¢
members getting issues, and the threat has not fully gone yet.

The Fdruary Meeting that we held was a Fellowcraft Degree for Brother Ryan McManus,
Brother Ryan was passed on his second regular step in Freemasonry.

For the March Meeting, which was our Visitation Meeting from the RW Provincial Grand M
Brother Rgmond A. MacKeddie and his deputation, Brother Ryan McMamass the stand ir
candidate for the exemplification Fellowcraft degree, where Brother Ryan was raised agai
understood that he gained more understanding this time.

For the April Meeting, Bother Ryan McManus was raised to the Sublime Degree of M:
Mason, taking his third regular step in Freemasonry in what we expect to be a long and ¢
career in Freemasonry

Following that meeting, the last of this season, brethren are taking plae remaining Masonic
Meetings and Celebrations with other Lodges, and not just in our ProiaseMaster Andrew
Maclvor was up in Thurso last weekend for the Installation of Brother Denny Morrison in L
John OO Gr alldmbdbsmfoutbdgeate still taking part in Grand Lodge and Provinc
Grand Lodge Visitation Meetings, for which the schedule is not yet complete.

The Year 2024, which is only next year, where the Lodge will be celebrating thagas®ersary
is less than a year ay This will give members lots to do to prepare for this wondrous eVaat
Grand Lodge Deputation is arranged for 8% °" April 2024 and sdar, we have booked the
Victoria Hall for the occasion.

For the summer close seastite Lodge will not be meting, but there is still much to do for tt
Lodge and all our members.

Please stay safe and well Brethren.

Peter K. Ratcliffe
Lodge Secretary.
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Lodge Fingal No 318

At the February meeting, weorked a Master Mason Degree for Brother Martin James Robertson. The
Degree was witnessed by 15 members and 10 visitors, collection amounted to £136.

The March meetingvas our annual Provincial VisifThe Provincial Deptation was led bythe
Provincial Grand Master of Ross & Cromarty, Brother Raymond A MacKeddie, accompanied by
sixteen Provincial Officéearers. During the meeting, werked a Master Mason Degree for Brother
David John NobleAt the conclusion of the Dege,Bro Noblewas welcomed andongratulateds a

Master Mason by the Master of the Lodge, Brother Gunn accompanied by the Provincial Grand Master,
Brother MacKeddie.

The Degree was witnessed by 15 members and 14 visitatshecollection amounted to £208.most
enjoyable harmony ensued in the Logie Lounge.

The final Regular Meeting for the season wadaak Master Masombegree for Brother David John
Noble and BrdterMartin James Robertson. The Degree was withessed by 19 members and 21 visitors,
and thecollection amounted to £230.

As the Season comes to an end, on behalf of the Brethren of the Lodge, may we wish all Brethren,
Wives, Partnersand Families a relaad summer recess.
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A year ago, omuesday 19 April 2022, to celebrate thueens Platinum Jubilgthe Lodge
participated in th€ueensGreen Canopy project by planting a tréeis an Amelanchier, flowers in
April, andgrows to a height of 10 metjeSee the photo on the previous pafighe worthy Brethren,
who participatedn the planting.

Sadly, the tree is no longer theamd neither is the plaque which marked the sfiod. plague was
sabotagedandfound,(not in the rubblg in the boating pond by Brother Andrew Maclvor. Well done
Andrewfor retrieving same.

6 €O
THE PLATINUM JUBILEE OF
8l HI2 QUEEN ELIZABETH
982 - 2022
BY LODGE FINGAL 313
0 |

On a happier note, on Saturday®&pril, accompaniety Brother Roy Maclver PM|, attended the
Installation of Brother Euan Alexander Mackay at Lodge St. Peter's Operative No. 284, Thurso. He is
the fifth generation of Mackay's to be a Freemason. In the picture is his Extbiéer Colin Mackay,
installedas DGM, fourth generation.

Fingal and St. Peter's have always kept up a relationship, déieb tahe days when PM's Logie,
McRae, Walketo name but a fewepresented Fingal.

It is interesting to note that almait the trees planted arou®t Andr ewds Church in
also been totally vandalised.
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Brothers Donnie Gunrkuan Alexander Mackay, ColMacKay,and Roy Maclver

Forth Coming Eventi thelLogie Lounge:

Saturday 28 August - B-B-Q.
Saturday23? Sept - Quiz Night.
Saturday 18 Nov - Race Night.

As we go through these strange times. Take care and stay safe.

That's all Folks, watch this Space.
D. GuniRWM

Secretary
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LODGE ALLAN WILSON 851

There is not a lot to report regarding Lodge Allan Wilsarrentlybut here is a wee reminder of the
dates for our forthcoming meetings.

Our first meeting will be our Installation Meeting on Tuesday Iilne, followed by our second
meeting on Tuesday TDuly, and our third meeting on Tuesddy/igust. Waeare in the process of
confirming our speakers for the July and August meetings.

Brethren should note that our Annual Visitation from Provincial Grand Lodge will take place, this
year, at the August meeting rather than the July meeting due to our Pab@remd Master being on
holiday.

We look forward to seeing you all at the meetings.

David MacMaster - Secretary

BLAST from the PAST odfrom dMay 1996

The Grand Lodge business was dealt with quickly and efficiently, including the unanimous
approval of Grand Lodge that Brother Morris Downie become PGM of Ross & Cromatrty. |
the unanimous choice of the Province that Brother Morris MacKenzie DovaseMaster of
Lodge St Martin 1217, Ullapool, be elected to serve the Province as Provincial Grand Mast
Brother Downie is well known to everyone throughout the Province and to many beyond th
Province. His commitment to Freemasonry in general ancetBrbivince in particular is beyond
guestion. There are few who can match his efeartleavourand enthusiasm in the furtherance
of Freemasonry and the promotion of events to raise funds and raise the awareness of all 1|
good in the Craft. His passi for visiting is well known and in his role as Depute Provincial
Grand Master he excelled as an ambassador for the Province not only in Scotland but thro
the British Isles and well beyond. | have no doubt that he will continue to fly the Proflegia
in his new role and in so doing, place the Province fairly and squarely on the Masonic Map
best wishes of all Brethren throughout the Province are extended to Brother Morris both for|
happy and successful Installation meeting on 30th Aunesta meaningfupleasingand
enjoyable term as Provincial Grand Master.

A vote of thanks to Bro Kenneth Bisset in recognition of his endeavour over the past five yg
PGM was also heartily endorsed by all present. Howeveceedings were prolged when two
appeals against suspension were dealt with. After long debate in both cases the Brethren

voted not to uphold the appeals.
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LODGE SEAFORTH 854

Masonically, the lodge has been busy over the past three monthglagtar, Bro. David Roska, and
his team advancing several candidébeshe Markma s sdegre@ andhitiating one new candidate at
our annual Provincial Grand Lodge Visit in March.

In February, at our Regular Meeting, Bro. Lewis Fraser, Inner Guard, was advanced to the Degree of
Mark Master Mason.

At the Regular Meeting in March, which was also the Annual Visitation of the Provincial Grand Master
and his Deputation of Provincial GrdLodge Members, the lodge initiated Mr. Steven Campbell into

the Craft.

At the Regular Meeting in April, Bro. Kevin Lumsden, Junior Deacon, was advanced to the Degree of
Mark Master Mason, which was almost four years since he was passedviastee Mason Degree,
mainly due to Kevin completing his studies in Glasgow and not being able travel back to the Black Isle
as much as he would like.

The Brethren I ook forward to inviting Lodge Johr
Bro. Denny Morrison, and his Offiebearers, to work a Fellowcraft Degree on a live candidate at a
Special Meeting on Saturday 17th June 2023a at 3:00pm.

The Lodge has enjoyed alosgt andi ng reci procal meeting arrang
N0.1333, gaig back over twenty years, but this has unfortunately had to be put on hold during the last
four years due to the Covid 19 restrictions.

All Brethren are cordially welcomed to join us at this Special Meeting and the Harmony in the Clubroom
afterwards.

Raymond MacKeddiPM - Secretary

BLAST from the PAST dfrom dMay 1996

It was with great sadness that the Brethren learned of the death of Brother James Clark on|
Monday 12th February 1996. Brother James put up a brave fight agaiiselss displaying
great courage and determination. He retained his sense of humour, even on the darkest d
cracking jokes with his visitors, hisirsesand fellow patients. He will be sadly missed in the
Lodge and in the Community and our sympathgxtended to all members of his family whose
loss will be infinitely greater than ours.
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LODGE AVERON No 866

BLAST from the PAST dfrom dMay 2011

Well, that is us shut down for the summer break. It seems like a lifetime ago since the Installg
December.

You will all recall the disaster that befell us, (nine days after the Festival of St John), when the Lod
flooded after a burst pipe in therhapstairs. Since themwe have slowly got back on our feet with much
the credit going to our Secretary PM Bro KerBiytherland, who did a mountain of work with insuran
companies and tradesmen to get the building dried out and operational agairis Bti#mauch to do, and
hopefully most of it can be done in the recess.
This sessiomwe have worked four degrees, EA, BG@d MM degrees for Bro George Crawford and Log
Ness 888 worked an excellent MMM degree for Bro George and Bro John MacRae.
When Provincial Grandlodge came on their annual visitation, | was delighted to see PM Bro lan Frase]
in the body of the Lodg after his visit to Raigmore Hospital, It was a delight to see him present PM [
Oag with his Diamond Certificate.
On the same night |, alongitiv PM lain Duxbury and PM Kenny Sutherland, called in to see PM Ke
Maclnnes, and it was an honour to gmeishim with his Jubilee Certificate.
Back with us that same evening was RV Bill Niven after his spell in hospital. It was great to see him
the mend.
This was Provincial Grand Master Br gan®RaumnbsesawsesN
go to himalongwith my personathanks for stepping in at very short notice to be my Installing Mastg
December when PM Fraser had to g inospital.

Our Senior Citizen party went very well again this year, with well over 70 attending the Sloediag
Club. A great afternoon was had by all. Special thanks to Bro Calum Mackenzie of Lodge Ness whg
up and wowed them with his pipinggwess. Alspour band proved as popular as ever, we had-t@anee
them as Ramsay was off on Masonic duty.it(@ad the Tremeloes was the new name)

Ladies Night was a tremendous success with loads of credit going to Bro Gavin Forsyth of Ness and
Bro Calum MacKenzie for all the effort they put in. Having a joint Ladies night with Lodge Ness has g
very popular, and we all look forward to the next one. No complaints this year about the band Bedhe
Donni e Mat hi es on 0They haveoatrelady beembaaked $or nexg year.)

| hope you all have a relaxing summer and come back fightingrfihé new season ahead
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L ODGE NESS No 888

LodgeNess888hashadavery productiveseasomwith 3 newmembersafurther1 or 2 going through
the processVarious charities within the community have been presented with donations from the
lodge fundraising.The following photographs give some idddlee range of charities we have been
reaching out toOur Annual BBQ is coming up on Saturday 24th of JuB@ gm with athemeof
cowboys and Indians memory of thdate PM Thomas Stirling. We hope to see you all there.

The Isobel Rhind centre provides
stimulating activities for people with speci:
needs. It is a place where they can sociali
be creative and takes them out of the homr
environment for a while. Candleaking is a
very popular activity.
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Donation to assist the Nursery at South Lodge School, Invergordon

Owen Wilson
Lodge Secretary
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