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Editorial
Welcome to th&8" edition of the Patter.

Having had the privilege of being at the Consecratior
the District Grand Lodge of Lebanon only seven mon
ago in Beirut, | was dismayed during the Christm
festivities to learn of ®omb blast in the centre of Beiry
which killed quite a number of people. It was a gre
relief to learn from the Brethren in that city that

members of the Scottish Craft had been killed or inju
albeit one Brother was only 30 yards away but v
protected by a building.

That incident brought home to me the fact that we h
many Scottish Constitution Lodges in countri
throughout the world wheréBrethren regularly face
issues such aterrorism, warfare, poverty, hardship ar
natural disastersut they display such commitment in th
face of adversity that Scottish Freemasonry continue
flourish despite the problems faced.

As we enter another new year, perhaps it is a good
to reflect on the breadth of Scottish Freemaso
throughout the world rad to give grateful thanks to th
many Brethren who display the tenets of Brotherly Lo
Relief and Truth despite the prevailing problems &
resolve to play our part in supporting our Scotti
Brethren wherever they may.be

This Province can hold its Ad high in that we are
actively involved, either through the Province or throu
individuals within the Province, with many overse
Districts and Lodges. Such involvement over the past
T 20 years has brought about tremendous opportun
for the Prownce and we should be eternally grateful f
them.

Let us therefore, whilenaintainingsupportfor our local
Lodges and local charities, determine to continue
involvement with the District Grand Lodges and pled
our support for them and, in so doingpntinue to
provide a shining example for the other Provinces
home.

May Brotherly Love prevail and every moral and soc
virtue cement us irrespective of wherever we may be.

Ramsay McGhee , Editor
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Grand Lodge of Scotland

The February Communicein of Grand Lodge
wi || take place 1in
Street, Edinburgh at 2.00 pm on Thursddy
February.

Grand Lodge continues with its busy scheduy
During February they will conduct the 275
Rededication Ceremony for the Provinci
Grard Lodge of Dunbartonshire and attend t
first ever all Africa Masonic Conference beir
held in Mombasaand being organised by ou
own District Grand Lodge of East Africa.

On 18" March they will conduct the 150
Anniversary Celebrations in Lodge St Cl&lo
427 in Wishaw and the following Saturday,"22
March sees a return to Lanarkshire to install
new Provincial Grand Master of Lanarkshi
Upper Ward in Carluke.

On 3" April it is a change of direction tg
Aberdeen to install the new Provincial Mersof
Aberdeenshire West.

On Saturday 12 April, it is back down the A9
again to Douglas in Lanarkshire where Lodge

Bride will be celebrating their 360
Anniversary.
May wi | | be extremel

events in the May edition but Gréh.odge will
be visiting our neighbouring Provinces
Caithness and Inverneshire on the 9and 10"
May.

On Friday 9 May, Bro William MacLeod will
be installed as the new Provincial Grand Mas
of Caithness in Wick and the following da
Saturdayl0" May, Bro Vince Geddes will be
installed as Provincial Grand Master
Invernessshire.

Fuller details of the latter two events will dou
be forthcoming from the two Provinces but d
the dates in to your diaries now.

The next meeting of Grand Comtieie will take
place in Edinburgh on Thursday*2April.

WRM
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Provincial Grand Lodge:

As we proceed into another year may | wish all Brethren a successful ayd#ajtime in their Lodges
and | would congratulate all the Daughter Lodges on well supported Installation Meetings with

Rosehaugh No 1216 being the last oft 1dnuary2014.

The next meeting of Provincial Grand Lodge will be held on WednesdAyFdiaruary within Lodge
Rosehaugh No 1218wvoch at 20.00 hrs.

All Masters and Wardens have a duty to represent their respective Lodges at Quarterly Communicat
| look forward to meeting you all at this meeting. In addition all Master Masons in gandirsj are
welcome to attend the meetings

Our Lodge Secretaries have busy schedules and are currently deeply involved in completing the I
Return for Grand Lodge.

Many concerns have been voiced but as Provincial Grand Secretary has advised weltyavenédence
in the Data Protection assured by Grand Secretary. Any further enquiries should be addressed to F
Grand Secretary who is only too willing to assist.

Our Provincial Visitations to the Daughter Lodges will be commencing &rF&Bruay with our first visit

to Lodge Averon No 866 in Alness and | look forward to meeting the many Brethren on these occasi
also seek the support of the Provincial Offickeearers

William Ross
Provincial Grand Master

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF ROSS & CROMARTY VISITATIONS 2014

AVERON ALNESS THURS.FEB.13TH.

NESS INVERGORDON TUES.FEB 25TH.
ST.DUTHUS TAIN MON.MAR.3RD.

FINGAL DINGWALL TUES.MAR.11TH.
SEAFORTH FORTROSE MON MAR.17TH.
ROBERTSON CROMARTY WED MAR 19TH.
LOCH EWE AULTBEA THUR.APRIL 10TH.
STMARTIN ULLAPOOL TUES.APRIL 15TH.
ROSEHAUGH AVOCH FRI.MAY 2ND.

KYLE LODGE MON.MAY 5TH.

FORTROSE STORNOWAY FRI. MAY 16TH.
ALLAN WILSON FORTROSE TUES JULY 8TH 11.30.AM.

MEMBERS AND MASTERS & WARDENS OF LODGES IN THE PROVINCE ARE REQUESTED Td
ATTEND THESE MEETINGS
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From The Provincial Almoner

Sadly for theBrethren of the Province, and their families, my report once again has to start wi
recording of the passing of some of our members to the Grand Lodge Above.

Past Master Roddie MacBeath, Roberfsohodge, Cromarty and Past Master Jackie Forsyth, Ld
Fingal, Dingwall passed away a number weeks ago. In fact both funerals were on tluagame both
were largely attended by Masoricethren.  Although health did not permit them recently, both of t
took a very active part in the running of their respective Lodges over the years and will be very
missed.

On 15th January it wasithi great sadness that we learned of the passing to the Grand dtmgeof Bro

David Fosyth, Junior Deacon of Lodge Ness, Invergordon, as a result of injuries sustained som
earlier in a road traffic accident. David was only 23 years of age aed/ &een Freemason, and was t
son of Past Master Gavin Forsyth, also of Lo
largely attended.

The sympathies of the Provincial Grand Master Brethren of the Province have been extended tthall
families.

Just before New Year Past Master Cochrane Donald, Lodge Seaforth was in Raigmore Hospital, In
for surgery but was released shortly afterwanadd Bm glad to report that he is making progredde is out
and about and has attended recent Lodge meetings.

Past Master DannForbes,Lodge LochEwe, Aultbea, and Past Master Alasdair Taylor, Robedsq
Lodge and Lodge Seaforth, are both currently in Raigmore Hospital.

Past Master Victor Shepherd, Roberi&olhodge is also not in very good health at present.
Our thoughts are with them all and our best wishes are extended to them

I would like to end as usual and ask that should any of you require my services or knowrod ao
does please do not hesit&becontact me.

David MacMaster ,
Provincial Grand Almoner
Tel: 01997 421306 emailtavid@strathpeffer.net

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE WEBSITE

For up to the Minute information and back copies of the Provincial Patteri access the Provincial
Website on- http://www.pglrossandcromarty.org.uk/
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FROM THE LODGES

Lodge St Duthus No 82

Brethren a warm welcome and season's greetings from all at Lodge St Duthus No 82. During the C
season we held a very successful Senior Citizens party in conjunction with the Bowling Club. Thi
again was very enjoyable and was spoken about inigépterms by all who attended. Our thanks go to
committee of bowling club members and Masonic members who organise this event and to the vo
will help to make it the success that it is.

Lodge St Duthus No 82 like a lot of other Lodges is sirfeefrom a lack of candidates and has had to ca
out a lot of mock degrees but this is interspersed with a variety of lecture or discussion nights. The t
these nights are usually along Masonic lines but not always, | recently gave one dusied Alh meeting
about my recent trip to Peru which | hope the companions enjoyed. It may be that we have to ha
diverse speakers attend Lodge meetings to maintain the interestBsetheen that attend regularly and wk
knows we may get some bineén returning.

Lodge StD u t h caker@ar for the remainder of the 2013014 session reflects this.

03/2/14 Mark Degree

17/2/14 Lecture

03/3/14 Mark Degree & Provincial visitation

17/3/14 2" Degree 01/4/13 2" Degree

22/3/14 Ladies Night Dinner Rnce to be held in Tain Golf Club with music being provided by Woo
Stone. (Tickets can be obtained from WJW J. Mackenzie or by contacting the Lodge Secretal

07/4/14 Divine Service to be conducted once again by the Rev Susan Brown, this will beyaskivice
open to all.

21/04/18 Degree to be worked by Past Masters of Lodge St Duthus, with Past Master Tom Ande
the Chair.

We also have some quiz nights organised by our own inimitable quizmaster Brother John Ma
Worshipful Junior Wardn dates for these ard"F e br uary for ' Februdne & Coffe
Morning followed by a quiz at night for Royal Arch Funds antMlar ch f or @A Di abet e
by Tesco. Why not come along to these fun evenings and we can maymangefriendly rivalry betweer
Lodges and a get a Lodge Quiz Champion team. Other quiz night have also been organised and the
published later.

Regards

David Macrae , PM (Secretary).

On Sunday 22nd Dec at 1700hrs Santa Claus arrived at Tain GolfiCthe form of PM Dan Patience
Rudolph found a girlfriend in Aviemore so the rest of jiierney had to be done by fire engine to the deli
of the kids (thanks to Tain fire brigade). That was Santa's story. This is the second year that Dan
filled the red suit for the club. He was assisted by John Mackenzie Jnr Warden to distribute preser
delighted youngsters.

On behalf of Tain Golf Club a big thank you to Dan for his help.
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The cheque PM Hugh Rance is seen presenting was for the sum of £207 which was half of the profits made at
the bar on the occasion of my son's weddimgpril 2013 | organised the bar and needed two trained bar staff
to look after it forme. Past Masters Hugh Patience amdi Macrae offered their services as my son asked for
proceeds to go to charities. PM Macrae represented Clic Sargent and was given a cheque for £207 pounds.
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FORTROSE LODGE No. 108

Donnie Graham was installed as RWM in December. Thankéreerican Miké Turner PM and the past
masters of Lodge Fortrose who assisted me with the installatiisis of course hiseconderm asMaster and
we know that he will do just as good a job as he did the last time and he has an excellent teamgshipportin

Excerpts from the PastFebruary 2005 Lodge Fortrose 108

On a lighter note, the Lodge has just staged its third Snooker Chashjd-inal and, for the third time,
Bro lan McCulloch won the trophy. Suggestions are invited for a suitable handicap for Bro McCullog
the next tournament. Jane Clark cooked up a first class paella that was much enjoyed by the snook
audience. Té profits from this will also go towards the Chernobyl kids visit.

The Lodgeds annual Burns Supper was held | as
time. Our thanks to the caterers and all the speakers, in particular to Bro lan Mddledde 68 Port
Glasgow who returned to his native Stornoway to deliver a truly memorable Immortal Memory.

Page |7



Provincial Patter

The Quarterly Newsletter of the Province of Ross and Cromarty
Issue No 78 February 2014

Our annual Burns' supper was held in the masonic hall on Friday 24th January and we all had a great time. The
speeches were first class and witty with several of the brethren getting the fun poked out of them.

Donald J Smith (Binnjeaddressing the haggis watched over by RWM Donnie Graham
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We had a visit in January frotwo famous RaﬁgerBrethren, Derek Parlan@eft) and Derek Johnstomé’ight)
theyhad askedo visit theLodge and were truly struck by its magnificence.
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Robertsonds Lodge No 134

Our Lodge recently mourned the passing to Grand Lodge Above of one of our well known Past M
Brother Roderick MaBeath who died on 25 December 2013 and was buried in The Cemetery in Cromg
31 December 2013.

RODDY was borrmon 7 December 1920. He joined the Royal Navy in 1941 and after the War contin
the Merchant Navy. He moved to Cromarty and settlecethéth his wife Jean in 1966, where he set up
business and raised his family.

He was initiated into our Lodge on 17 April 1968, passed on the 2 October 1968 and raised on 16
1968. He held various Offices as well as doing many of the jobg gimbuilding as they needed done. |
was an excellent Handyman and showed many talents. He was instdledtason 3 December 1975 an
held the Office for 2 years. He then proceeded on and held the Office of Director of Ceremonies for 1
He was also in many other Orders. Age and health prevented him from getting to the Lodge of late
still showed a keen interest. His words of advice and wisdom are still quoted by many.

His passing was marked by an excellent turnout of Freemasomstifiroughout the Province and furth
afield. He will be a sad loss to the Craft in general, but very much so to our Lodge in particular
sympathies go out to his wife Jean and family.

I n recent articl es i MasterdedCodpBrdadtereasumagedvias father] Dbuglasyi
the craft. Since his success Douglas has gone through his 1st, 2nd and Btarlamegrees. In all the
ceremonials Neil was ably assisted by hi s Auourc
last meeting after successfully nailing them down we were able to get this photograph of them t¢
Dougl asds son i n IMaster ofL@geAveron diba dk @ant but was not in attendar
when the photograph was taken, but akwery much family occasions.

N
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Robertsonds -lcomtthgegd No 134

On the family theme again, PGM William Ross presented our PM Andrew Maclvor witbratgrGrand

Lodge Rank as HararyGrand Marshall at our Installation meetinghis was in recognition for his work a
Provinci al Grand Tyler for a period of 19 ye

BrotherGeorge Maclvor had been Pingial Grand Tyler for a period of 15 years, prior to Andrew and |
recevved the Honorary Grand Rank dfyler, for his service. |Is this a first for our Province? We g0
photograph of them together with their Diplomas. | know they are very proud and so is our Lodge.

While the camera was out w
thought we would complete th
family hat trick.  Our other
photograph shows Brothers Pet
Foster @nior and Peter Fostet
Junior, both affiliates to our
Lodge from Lodge Spey No 527.

They now holdoffice in the lodge
and have been involved in muc
of the renovation work we ar¢
carrying out. They are and | ar
sure, will be, in the future a gree
asset to A1340.

It should be noted that we are going over tadg® *
SeaforthNo 854,in Fortrose on Monday 17 )
February, 2014, to work leellow Craft Degree.

Fraternal greetings to all.

James A Tait ,PM
Secretary
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Lodge Fingal No 318

November meeting: Was our annual AGM and nomination of Office Bearers.

December meeting: Opened by the RWM Bro Rev lvan Warwick with Byethren and 12 igiting
Brethren present represamg LodgeNo's37/1213/1217/1235 and 1551. The business of the meetingrk a

MMe for Bro David RobertsorAt the second rising Honorary Member, PPGM Bro Morris Downie, spoke on
behdf of the RWPGM Bro William Ross, whoould not bepresentHe congratulated Bro Robertson on taking

his 39 regular step in Freemason@t the third rising there were three speakers who stood up. All mentioned
how much they enjoyed the Degree work.

Special meetingOn Saturday 28 Decemberthe MasterBro Rev Ivan Warwick antis Office Bearerswvere
re-installed into Office by PM Rory MacKenzie and his Installing Team. There WBgethren and 14 visiting
Brethren present. Reigning Masters dpalst Masters were invited to their rightédat in the East. The RWM

also welcomed RWPGM of Ross & Cromarty Bro William Ross / IPPGM of Ross & Cromarty Bro Ramsay
McGhee / PPGM of Ross & Cromarty Bro Morris Downie / SPGM of Ross & Cromarty Bro Jim Tait.

At the second rising RWPGM of Ross & CronyaBro William Ross gave a glowing report on the installation
ceremony. At the third rising there were six speakers who stood up on behalf of their respectiwahddge
spoke how much they enjoyed the installation.

The business of the meeting being conmgaletthe Lodge was closed in due and ancient form at 8.30pm. The
Brethren then retired tthe Logie Lounge for the Festival of St Jolwhereexcellentcateringwas providedoy

the wives of a few of the BrethrenTwenty five Brethrenenjoyed the meadt theconclusionof which the

formal speechesavecarried out finising off witht he Ty | eropdsed bBm éas MaclLeod.

January meeting: The Lodge was opened, with Btethren and 4 visitin@rethren presenfA Ballot wastaken

for Mr Allan Alexander MacKenzie (Storn), which proved cledihe remaining business was concluded after
which the Lodge waslosed. The business of the meeting was a Paper given by Honorary Member, IPPGM Bro
Ramsay McGhee on Malawi, which was given in the Logie Lounge so tléd aould attend. Bro Ramsay
startedat 9.20pm after the cup of tea, etc. and lasted for some 50 minutes. Our RWM thanked Ramsay for his
work in setting up the Paper and the very fine discussion, which included an interesting slide show of the Team
in 208 and 2011 then followed some questions about the Paper. The, B Fosker of Priory No0.1235

said that he had worked in Malawi for some 6years and had attended the 4 Lodges there. Also on display were
gifts that Ramsay had received on his varisajsuming in Africa with Grand Lodge, which proved interesting

with Brethren The ladies were intrigued with the various smock gowns, they said, was this too compensate
when the waist line gets bigger, this comment brought a laughter with the brethren. éic¢hesion our RWM
thanked Ramsay again for giving up his time and the manner of his presentation.

February meeting: 11" Mock EAe .

March meeting: 11" EAe f or Mr Al l an Al exander MacKenzi e, al so
Tyle at 7.30 p.m. to do the minutes, etc.

April meeting: 8"MMMe f dhersRBlerb Cassie and David Robertson.

Events Logie Loumge:

On Friday 21 March our annual Ladies Night will be held 7.00 for 7.30pm with a complimedtaml being
provided on arrival.Themeal will be a spectacular buffet, and to finish the night off, wonderful entertainment

Jacqguic & lan

~m '. aﬁa

Music for all Tastes
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To get you in the mood byacquie and larNow to stop the scamper and to make sure you get a seat, tickets are
to be available from our very own JW Bro Colin Mackintosh who can be contacted on Hiiseh@1349
866138. You'll have noticed that there has been no mention whadshwill be,

Colin was keeping this as a SECRET, but after some deliberation, ALAS! ALAS! Cost to be a mere £15. There
will be the usuahumungous RAFFLE, with proceeds going to Local Charities.

That's all Folks, watch this Space.

D. Gunn P.M.
Secretary

Lodge Allan Wilson No 851
Hi Members / Brethren,
It is with delight that | report tgou that | have been out visitings promisegdat our last meeting in August

| paid a visit to the Grand Lodge of Scotland in Edinburgh on Thursd&p8tbber and was treated lik
Royalty by the Grand Director of Ceremonies. We had lunch then | wasmdo a special seat at the fro
in Grand Hall where | could see everything. Thanks Ramsay for a great day.

My visit to the Provincial Grand Lodge of Ross and Cromarty was BriARgust in Kyle of Lochalsh.

Visits to other Lodges were as follows: Ladg Seaf ort h in Fortrose, R
Duthus in Tain, St Martin in Ullapool, Lodge Ness in Invergordon and Lodge Loch Ewe in Aultbea.
booked to go to Stornoway orf' Geptember but decided that, due to the inclement weatheould be
imprudent to travel!

I have still to visit Lodges Fingal in Dingwall, Averon in Alness, Rosehaugh in Avoch and Fortrg
Stornoway before our Installation on Tuesda$’ 10ne at 11.30 am. It would be nice to get a good turr
forour Mastere# ct , Br ot her James A Tait, SPGM and PN

Brethren, we welcome all Master Masons in good standing to our meetings. They are very relaxed
have had some very good lectures in the past. Before parting, we have a sit down luradhBeéthren
and Visiting Brethren.

I must also thank our Secretary, Bro Ramsay McGhee and our Treasurer, Bro Sinclair Bruce for the
work they both do to keep things running well. Likewise, my thanks to the dedicated Brethren frg
Central B for their continued attendanceavell done.

Fraternal Greetings and Kindest Regards

Robin Cattenach , RWM
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